
GREENFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 11, 2022

Greenfield Department of Planning and Development
Online via WebEx

Greenfield MA 01301

The meeting was called to order by Travis Drury at 6:36 p.m. with the following members:

MEMBERS PRESENT: Travis Drury (Chair)
Rachel Lindsay (Vice Chair)
Fletcher Harrington
Christin McDonough
Erika Laforme

ALSO PRESENT: Tracey Sudhalter (TRC)
Kate Wilkins (Tighe & Bond)
Zach Chornyak (Tighe & Bond)
Lincoln Fish

Note on Meeting Access in light of COVID-19 State of Emergency:

Pursuant to Bill S.2475 Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of
Emergency, this meeting of the Greenfield Conservation Commission will be conducted via remote

participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for
remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend
this meeting can be found below. Every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately
access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do
so, despite best efforts, we will post on the City of Greenfield website an audio or video recording,
transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.

Should any technical interruption to the meeting occur and the meeting is suddenly ended, it will not
be resumed and all items will be automatically continued to the next scheduled meeting date. Contact

the Conservation Agent for more information
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Administrative Matters
Approval of Meeting Minutes from 12/14/2021

Motion by Erika LaForme to approve the minutes from December 14, 2021
Motion seconded by Fletcher Harrington
Motion passes 4-0-0

Schedule of Public Meetings & Hearings

Public Meeting: Request for Determination of Applicability: Installation of a Backup Generator at
195 Millbrook Road; (Map: R11, Lot: 84)

Kate Wilkins introduced the project on the installation of a new 100 kilowatt backup generator adjacent to
an existing pump station on a concrete pad to provide potable water during emergencies at 195 Millbrook
Road. Wilkins and Chornyak shared the overview of the project, which is within the 200 foot riverfront
area, the 100 foot buffer of the Bordering Vegetated Wetland and within the 25-Foot No-Disturb Zone. The
project would occur within already mowed areas. Erosion controls would be added around the entire
building. Lindsay suggested site visits to assess the erosion control. A concrete pad would also be removed
during this project and that area would require filling with clean soil. Lindsay believes that moving the
existing tanks and removing the necessity of driving around the building and into the 25-Foot No-Disturb
Zone could be seen as an improvement to the resource area.

Motion made by Rachel Lindsay to issue a Negative Determination Type 2 and 3 under the Wetlands
Protection Act.
Motion seconded by Fletcher Harrington

The following special conditions were set:
The soil from the project’s excavation should be prioritized for the filling, if possible.
Mowing should be minimized in the 25-Foot No-Disturb Zone (the south and west of the building).

Motion passes 5-0-0

Motion made by Rachel Lindsay to issue a Negative Determination Type 6 under the Greenfield Wetlands
Protection Ordinance.
Motion seconded by Erika Laforme
Motion passes 5-0-0
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Public Meeting: Request for Certificate of Compliance: Green River Utility Line Structures
Relocation off Health Camp Road; (Map: R32, Lot: 2B) DEP File # 168-0344

Commissioner Drury introduced a public meeting for a request for Certificate of Compliance for the Green
River Structure Relocation Project. Sudhalter shared a photo of the project, showing that access through the
field was seeded with mulch and straw. The new utility line structures have been put into place under new
Micropile foundations. American hazelnut (Corylus Americana) and arrowwood viburnum (Viburnum
dentatum) were planted along the river to replace plants that had been removed. The commission discussed
whether they should wait until the newly planted vegetation stabilizes before the COC can be completed.
Sudhalter stated that erosion controls from the site were removed as decided by Eric Twarog on the behalf of the
commission. Straw waddles and spikes were being used for erosion control. McDonough was concerned about
possible discharges into jurisdictional resource areas from an unstable site. Sudhalter does not believe there will
be discharges as it is in an upland and the area where work is done is not unstable. It was determined the request
may need to be resubmitted once the site is stabilized. McDonough would like it on record to check the
survivorship of shrubs planted in November. Lindsay recommends that the resubmittal occurs after the shrubs
are leafed out to be included in the stabilization.

Motion made by Rachel Lindsay to deny the Request for Certificate of Compliance until the site is fully
stabilized during the next growing season. A letter will be sent to the applicant stating this within 21 days.
Motion seconded by Fletcher Harrington
No further discussion – 5-0-0 – Motion Carries

Enforcement Updates & Other Business
Update on the Conservation Agent Position.

Amanda Smith was offered the position of Conservation Agent, but had declined. Mitchell Vye was then
offered the position and accepted.

Trail maintenance at Griswold GTD Conservation Area.

Possible future maintenance includes clearing trees from pathways and adding signage, blazes, and small
bridges. Harrington had suggested updating the trail map. A company would be hired to handle the
maintenance. Fish suggested a meeting on site on possibly closing or rerouting trails that aren’t commonly
used or that are too wet. Fish believes that a crew using brush saws and chainsaws is needed annually or
every other year. DCR provides grants for the construction and maintenance of trails that are publicly
owned, which could be looked into. Any shapefiles of the conservation area and its trails will be shared with
the commission. Fish also suggested replacing the numbered kiosks with QR codes that lead to information
about that section of the woods using funds from the Stewardship Program. Lindsay suggested linking the
QR codes with Story Maps using ArcGIS Online. A site visit was scheduled for April 2nd, 2022 at 9:30 am.
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Project Monitoring & Site Visit Scheduling

No updates.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:48 PM

Motion made by Fletcher Harrington to adjourn the meeting
Motion seconded by Erika Laforme
No further discussion – 5-0-0 – Motion Carries

Respectfully Submitted,

Mitchell Vye,                                                                                Travis Drury,

Conservation Agent                                                                        Chair
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